
~ Flowers ~ 
Dianthus, Pansy, Viola, Primula, Poppy, Cineraria, 
Polyanthus, Stock, Snapdragon and spring bulbs such 
as Tulip, Jonquil, Daffodil, Freesia, Hyacinth, Freesia, 

Anemone and Ranunculus.

~ Vegetables ~ 
Broccoli, Cabbage, 

Cauliflower, Carrot, Leek, On-
ion, Lettuce, Peas, Silver Beet, 

Spinach and Chicory.

~ Herbs ~ 
Rocket, Parsley, 
Chives, Thyme, 

Rosemary and 
Garlic.

Snip and Clip
We engage a cosmetic prune to 
restore balance and order, 
leaving the main cutback and 
structural prune for winter.

Weeds
Summer weeds recede being replaced with winter grass, oxalis (returning from its 
summer hibernation) and a plethora of flat weeds. The most effective strategy is top up 
the mulch to deny the weeds the space to germinate and grow.

Lawns
We have a small window to fertilize and control lawn weeds. We watch the skies and apply 
selective herbicide to control the likes of capeweed, chickweed and winter grass. Rain 
assists the soil absorbing and disseminating our nitrogenous fertilizer but hinders weed 
control. Lift the mower height a smidgen to help keep warm season grasses like couch, 
buffalo or kikuyu green.

Clean Up
A dry mild summer has resulted with an impoverished Autumn display of scrappy plants 
and leaves falling without conviction. But this is not a problem for the humble gardener 
who is fixed on clearing the garden of anarchy and mess: a mild Autumn allows time to 
attend those essential gardening chores normally missed.

Fertilization
With the coming rains we initiate our fertilizing programs, in turn a flush of growth and a 
last hurray before winter arrives. The main strategy is to apply a nine month slow release 
fertilizer. These pills provide the mainstay of nutrients until late December; additionally 
we can supplement individual plant requirements if needed.

Watering
With the rain, we reduce irrigation in terms of frequency and duration; however there are still 
dry spots that require water augmentation. Assess the state of the soil, as some soils may have 
become hydrophobic and remedial treatment is required before they can absorb water and 
disperse nutrients. If you have any suspected areas please refer to our crews.

Pests & Diseases
As aphids grow wings and go into their ‘over winter’ stage, we know winter will soon 
arrive. Our plants are now susceptible to an array of pests and diseases in this 
transitioning period, but these impediments normally dissipate with the rain and 
biting winds.

Colour & Produce
Time to treat our cooling gardens with, drifts of pansies, viola, bold polyanthemos or the 
irrepressible primula. Spring flowering bulbs are best planted now and tasty produce is 
also on the table. (Below are more examples of what to plant.)
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